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United States Approach to SMS

The ICAO View of SMS

ÅA systematic approach to 
managing safety

ï includes the necessary 
organizational structures, 
accountabilities, policies and 
procedures

ÅProviders are responsible for 
establishing an SMS

ÅStates are responsible for 
the acceptance and 
oversight for providersô SMS

ICAO Annex 6 

ICAO Doc. 9859 (SMM)
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United States Approach to SMS

ICAO Annex 6 

Annex 6 ïInternational Operation of Aircraft

ÅPart I - Commercial Air Transport - Aeroplanes

ÅPart II - General Aviation  - Aeroplanes

ÅPart III - Operations - Helicopters
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United States Approach to SMS

ICAO Annex 6 Part I (Commercial)

ÅñFrom 1 January, 2009, States

shall require, as part of their 

safety programme, that a 

[service provider] implement a 

safety management system 

acceptableto the Stateéò 

ÅThe U.S. has filed a difference 

with ICAO

ÅCurrently, there are no FAA 

authorized procedures to 

accept of approve SMSôs



Federal Aviation
Administration

7
United States Approach to SMS

Annex 6 Part  II (GA) 

Å 7th Edition 

ïPublished July 1, 2008

ïApplicable Nov. 18, 2010

Å Three Sections

ïSection 1 General

ïSection 2 General Aviation Operations

ïSection 3 Large and Turbojet Aeroplanes
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United States Approach to SMS

New For Large & Turbojet Aeroplanes

(ANNEX 6 Part II)

ÅSMS

ÅOperations manual 

ÅFatigue management system

ÅOperational control procedures

ÅFlight crew training program

ÅMEL (where an MMEL has been established)

ÅMaintenance program
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3.3.2 Safety Management System

3.3.2.1 An operator shall establish and maintain a safety 
management system that is appropriate to the size and 
complexity of the operation.

3.3.2.2 Recommendation.ð The safety management system 
should as minimum include:

a) a process to identify actual and potential safety hazards 
and assess the associated risks;

b) a process to develop and implement remedial action 
necessary to maintain an acceptable level of safety; and

c) provision for continuous monitoring and regular 
assessment of the appropriateness and effectiveness of 
safety management activities.

Annex 6 Part  II SMS Requirements 
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ÅThis manual provides more 

detailed guidance and 

standardization for 

implementing SMS 

ÅAvailable on: 

http://www.icao.int

ICAO Doc 9859

The ICAO Safety Management 

Manual (SMM ï2nd Edition)
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Recognition and Approval of Foreign 

Operators

ÅICAO

ÅU.S.

ÅTransport Canada

ÅEASA
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FOQA History

Å2002 ïImplement and maintain a 

FOQA program ïICAO 

ñRecommended Practiceò

Å2005 ïImplement and maintain a FOQA program ïICAO 
ñStandardò*

ÅUS files a difference from ICAO Standard Practice on 
FOQA (ICAO Annex 6, Chapter 3) ïFOQA remains 
Voluntary in U.S.

*Required for airplanes greater than 27,000kg.

*Recommended for airplanes greater than 20,000kg.


