
SMS – So, do we need to 
take a breath?



LEGAL CONCERNS

Litigation (Comair Case re: ASAP; 
In Re Air Crash at Lexington, Ky

Enforcement



COMMERCIAL CONCERNS
Trade Secrets

Will the FAA treat SMS filings as 
proprietary?  Can they? FOIA?

Audit Standards Groups (ACSF, IS-
BAO)Protections?

Auditors Protections?



SAFETY CONCERNS

Paradoxical Safety Deficit by 
diverting assets form safe 
operations?



FRACTIONAL ACCIDENT DATA

Fatal Accidents 1986-2009



FRACTIONAL ACCIDENT DATA

Serious Injuries 1986-2009



FRACTIONAL ACCIDENT DATA

All Passenger Injuries 1986-
2009



FRACTIONAL ACCIDENT DATA

Total Injuries 1986-2009 –
(about three)



FRACTIONAL ACCIDENT DATA

Total Accidents Per Year  
1986-2009

Approx. 0.25



SUGGESTION RE: FRAX

Make it voluntary

Avoid interpretation as 
commercial operation by 
foreign regulators and other 
U.S. Agencies.



SUGGESTION RE: FRAX

Make it voluntary

Allow safe operations to 
allocate resources to 
maintain and maximize 
safety.


